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Summary Overview

The United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is an international treaty adopted by the UN in
1989. It sets out the civil, political, economic, social, health, and cultural rights of children, emphasizing their best
interests and overall well-being. The CRC aims to promote, protect, and ensure the full development of children
worldwide. It is the most widely ratified human rights treaty, with nearly all countries being parties to it. It also
covers rights such as education, health, protection from abuse and exploitation, and participation in decisions af-
fecting children.

The United States signed the CRC in 1995, but it has not ratified the treaty. Signing indicates initial support, but
ratification involves formal approval by a country’s legislative body (such as the U.S. Senate). To date, the United
States has chosen not to ratify the CRC, meaning it is not bound legally by its provisions.

Defining Moment

The creation of the United Nations (UN) Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) was driven by grow-
ing global awareness of children’s rights and the rec-
ognition that children needed specific protections
and support to ensure their well-being and develop-
ment. After World War II, there was increased em-
phasis on human rights universally, and the
experiences of war and conflict highlighted the vul-
nerabilities of children. In the 1970s and 1980s, in-
ternational organizations, governments, and activists
called for a comprehensive legal framework to address
issues such as child labor, exploitation, health, educa-
tion, and protection from abuse. This movement was
influenced by the broader human rights movement
and the recognition that children are a distinct group
with specific needs that deserve legal protection. The
drafting and adoption of the CRC in 1989 aimed to
establish universal standards and commitments to
uphold children’s rights worldwide.

Generally, liberals have supported the CRC. They
have emphasized the importance of protecting chil-
dren’s rights, promoting their access to education,
healthcare, and protection from exploitation and
abuse. Many liberal policymakers and organizations
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view the CRC as a valuable tool for advancing social
justice, human rights, and international cooperation.

Author Biography

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was
drafted by a group of international experts, legal pro-
fessionals, and representatives from countries around
the world, formed into the Committee on the Rights
of the Child. The process was led by the United Na-
tions International Law Commission and the Office

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. The
drafting process involved extensive consultations, ne-
gotiations, and revisions over several years to ensure
the document reflected a broad consensus on chil-
dren’s rights globally. The final text was adopted by
the UN General Assembly on November 20, 1989,
with many countries involved in its creation and ap-
proval. It became effective on September 2, 1990,
after the requisite number of nations (twenty) had
ratified it.
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Historical Document

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

Adopted: 20 November 1989

Entry into force: 2 September 1990, in accordance with article 49

Preamble

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Char-
ter of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal
and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Bearing in mind that the peoples of the United Nations have, in the Charter,
reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and
worth of the human person, and have determined to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Nations has, in the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights and in the International Covenants on Human Rights, pro-
claimed and agreed that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set
forth therein, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status,

Recalling that, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Na-
tions has proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special care and assistance,

Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natu-
ral environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and particu-
larly children, should be afforded the necessary protection and assistance so
that it can fully assume its responsibilities within the community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or
her personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of
happiness, love and understanding,

Considering that the child should be fully prepared to live an individual life in
society, and brought up in the spirit of the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of
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the United Nations, and in particular in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance,
freedom, equality and solidarity,

Bearing in mind that the need to extend particular care to the child has been
stated in the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly on
20 November 1959 and recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (in particu-
lar in articles 23 and 24), in the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (in particular in article 10) and in the statutes and rele-
vant instruments of specialized agencies and international organizations
concerned with the welfare of children,

Bearing in mind that, as indicated in the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child, “the child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs spe-
cial safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well
as after birth”,

Recalling the provisions of the Declaration on Social and Legal Principles re-
lating to the Protection and Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to
Foster Placement and Adoption Nationally and Internationally; the United
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice
(The Beijing Rules); and the Declaration on the Protection of Women and
Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict, Recognizing that, in all coun-
tries in the world, there are children living in exceptionally difficult condi-
tions, and that such children need special consideration,

Taking due account of the importance of the traditions and cultural values of
each people for the protection and harmonious development of the child, Recog-
nizing the importance of international co-operation for improving the living con-
ditions of children in every country, in particular in the developing countries,

Have agreed as follows:

PART I

Article 1

For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human be-
ing below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the
child, majority is attained earlier.

Article 2

1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present
Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child • 997



any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s
race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic
or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is
protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of
the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child’s parents, legal
guardians, or family members.

Article 3

1. In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or pri-
vate social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or
legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration.

2. States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is
necessary for his or her well-being, taking into account the rights and duties of
his or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for
him or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legislative and
administrative measures.

3. States Parties shall ensure that the institutions, services and facilities re-
sponsible for the care or protection of children shall conform with the stan-
dards established by competent authorities, particularly in the areas of safety,
health, in the number and suitability of their staff, as well as competent
supervision.

Article 4

States Parties shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, and
other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the present
Convention. With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, States Par-
ties shall undertake such measures to the maximum extent of their available
resources and, where needed, within the framework of international
co-operation.

Article 5

States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or,
where applicable, the members of the extended family or community as pro-
vided for by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible
for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of
the child, appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of
the rights recognized in the present Convention.
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Article 6

1. States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to life.

2. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and
development of the child.

Article 7

1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the
right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and. as far as pos-
sible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.

2. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of these rights in accor-
dance with their national law and their obligations under the relevant interna-
tional instruments in this field, in particular where the child would otherwise
be stateless.

Article 8

1. States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or
her identity, including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by
law without unlawful interference.

2. Where a child is illegally deprived of some or all of the elements of his or
her identity, States Parties shall provide appropriate assistance and protec-
tion, with a view to re-establishing speedily his or her identity.

Article 9

1. States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her
parents against their will, except when competent authorities subject to judi-
cial review determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures,
that such separation is necessary for the best interests of the child. Such de-
termination may be necessary in a particular case such as one involving abuse
or neglect of the child by the parents, or one where the parents are living sepa-
rately and a decision must be made as to the child’s place of residence.

2. In any proceedings pursuant to paragraph 1 of the present article, all inter-
ested parties shall be given an opportunity to participate in the proceedings
and make their views known.

3. States Parties shall respect the right of the child who is separated from one
or both parents to maintain personal relations and direct contact with both
parents on a regular basis, except if it is contrary to the child’s best interests.
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4. Where such separation results from any action initiated by a State Party,
such as the detention, imprisonment, exile, deportation or death (including
death arising from any cause while the person is in the custody of the State) of
one or both parents or of the child, that State Party shall, upon request, pro-
vide the parents, the child or, if appropriate, another member of the family
with the essential information concerning the whereabouts of the absent
member(s) of the family unless the provision of the information would be det-
rimental to the well-being of the child. States Parties shall further ensure that
the submission of such a request shall of itself entail no adverse
consequences for the person(s) concerned.

Article 10

1. In accordance with the obligation of States Parties under article 9, para-
graph 1, applications by a child or his or her parents to enter or leave a State
Party for the purpose of family reunification shall be dealt with by States Par-
ties in a positive, humane and expeditious manner. States Parties shall further
ensure that the submission of such a request shall entail no adverse conse-
quences for the applicants and for the members of their family.

2. A child whose parents reside in different States shall have the right to main-
tain on a regular basis, save in exceptional circumstances personal relations
and direct contacts with both parents. Towards that end and in accordance
with the obligation of States Parties under article 9, paragraph 1, States Par-
ties shall respect the right of the child and his or her parents to leave any
country, including their own, and to enter their own country. The right to leave
any country shall be subject only to such restrictions as are prescribed by law
and which are necessary to protect the national security, public order (ordre
public), public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others and are
consistent with the other rights recognized in the present Convention.

Article 11

1. States Parties shall take measures to combat the illicit transfer and non-re-
turn of children abroad.

2. To this end, States Parties shall promote the conclusion of bilateral or mul-
tilateral agreements or accession to existing agreements.

Article 12

1. States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her
own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the
child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the
age and maturity of the child.
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2. For this purpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to
be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, ei-
ther directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner
consistent with the procedural rules of national law.

Article 13

1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall in-
clude freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or
through any other media of the child’s choice.

2. The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restrictions, but these
shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; or

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or
of public health or morals.

Article 14

1. States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.

2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when
applicable, legal guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of
his or her right in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the
child.

3. Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs may be subject only to such
limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public
safety, order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of
others.

Article 15

1. States Parties recognize the rights of the child to freedom of association and
to freedom of peaceful assembly.

2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of these rights other than
those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a demo-
cratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order
(ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of
the rights and freedoms of others.
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Article 16

1. No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or
her privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or
her honour and reputation.

2. The child has the right to the protection of the law against such interfer-
ence or attacks.

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media
and shall ensure that the child has access to information and material from a
diversity of national and international sources, especially those aimed at the
promotion of his or her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and
mental health.

To this end, States Parties shall:

(a) Encourage the mass media to disseminate information and material of so-
cial and cultural benefit to the child and in accordance with the spirit of
article 29;

(b) Encourage international co-operation in the production, exchange and
dissemination of such information and material from a diversity of cultural,
national and international sources;

(c) Encourage the production and dissemination of children’s books;

(d) Encourage the mass media to have particular regard to the linguistic needs
of the child who belongs to a minority group or who is indigenous;

(e) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines for the protection of
the child from information and material injurious to his or her well-being,
bearing in mind the provisions of articles 13 and 18.

Article 18

1. States Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the princi-
ple that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and de-
velopment of the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have
the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child.
The best interests of the child will be their basic concern.

2. For the purpose of guaranteeing and promoting the rights set forth in the
present Convention, States Parties shall render appropriate assistance to
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parents and legal guardians in the performance of their child-rearing respon-
sibilities and shall ensure the development of institutions, facilities and
services for the care of children.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that children of
working parents have the right to benefit from child-care services and facili-
ties for which they are eligible.

Article 19

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social
and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or
mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreat-
ment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), le-
gal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.

2. Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective proce-
dures for the establishment of social programmes to provide necessary sup-
port for the child and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for
other forms of prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investiga-
tion, treatment and follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described
heretofore, and, as appropriate, for judicial involvement.

Article 20

1. A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environ-
ment, or in whose own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that envi-
ronment, shall be entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the
State.

2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alterna-
tive care for such a child.

3. Such care could include, inter alia, foster placement, kafalah of Islamic
law, adoption or if necessary placement in suitable institutions for the care of
children. When considering solutions, due regard shall be paid to the desir-
ability of continuity in a child’s upbringing and to the child’s ethnic, religious,
cultural and linguistic background.

Article 21

States Parties that recognize and/or permit the system of adoption shall en-
sure that the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration
and they shall:
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(a) Ensure that the adoption of a child is authorized only by competent au-
thorities who determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures
and on the basis of all pertinent and reliable information, that the adoption is
permissible in view of the child’s status concerning parents, relatives and legal
guardians and that, if required, the persons concerned have given their in-
formed consent to the adoption on the basis of such counselling as may be
necessary;

(b) Recognize that inter-country adoption may be considered as an alternative
means of child’s care, if the child cannot be placed in a foster or an adoptive
family or cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in the child’s country of
origin;

(c) Ensure that the child concerned by inter-country adoption enjoys safe-
guards and standards equivalent to those existing in the case of national
adoption;

(d) Take all appropriate measures to ensure that, in inter-country adoption,
the placement does not result in improper financial gain for those involved in
it;

(e) Promote, where appropriate, the objectives of the present article by con-
cluding bilateral or multilateral arrangements or agreements, and endeavour,
within this framework, to ensure that the placement of the child in another
country is carried out by competent authorities or organs.

Article 22

1. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is
seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with appli-
cable international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompa-
nied or accompanied by his or her parents or by any other person, receive
appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of appli-
cable rights set forth in the present Convention and in other international hu-
man rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are Parties.

2. For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropriate,
co-operation in any efforts by the United Nations and other competent inter-
governmental organizations or non-governmental organizations co-operating
with the United Nations to protect and assist such a child and to trace the
parents or other members of the family of any refugee child in order to obtain
information necessary for reunification with his or her family. In cases where
no parents or other members of the family can be found, the child shall be ac-
corded the same protection as any other child permanently or temporarily de-
prived of his or her family environment for any reason , as set forth in the
present Convention.
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Article 23

1. States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should
enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote
self-reliance and facilitate the child’s active participation in the community.

2. States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and
shall encourage and ensure the extension, subject to available resources, to
the eligible child and those responsible for his or her care, of assistance for
which application is made and which is appropriate to the child’s condition
and to the circumstances of the parents or others caring for the child.

3. Recognizing the special needs of a disabled child, assistance extended in
accordance with paragraph 2 of the present article shall be provided free of
charge, whenever possible, taking into account the financial resources of the
parents or others caring for the child, and shall be designed to ensure that the
disabled child has effective access to and receives education, training, health
care services, rehabilitation services, preparation for employment and recre-
ation opportunities in a manner conducive to the child’s achieving the fullest
possible social integration and individual development, including his or her
cultural and spiritual development

4. States Parties shall promote, in the spirit of international cooperation, the
exchange of appropriate information in the field of preventive health care and
of medical, psychological and functional treatment of disabled children, in-
cluding dissemination of and access to information concerning methods of re-
habilitation, education and vocational services, with the aim of enabling
States Parties to improve their capabilities and skills and to widen their expe-
rience in these areas. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the
needs of developing countries.

Article 24

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the high-
est attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness
and rehabilitation of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child
is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care services.

2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particu-
lar, shall take appropriate measures:

(a) To diminish infant and child mortality;

(b) To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to
all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;
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(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available
technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean
drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of environ-
mental pollution;

(d) To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers;

(e) To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children,
are informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic
knowledge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding, hy-
giene and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

(f) To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family plan-
ning education and services.

3. States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view
to abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

4. States Parties undertake to promote and encourage international co-opera-
tion with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right rec-
ognized in the present article. In this regard, particular account shall be taken
of the needs of developing countries.

Article 25

States Parties recognize the right of a child who has been placed by the com-
petent authorities for the purposes of care, protection or treatment of his or
her physical or mental health, to a periodic review of the treatment provided
to the child and all other circumstances relevant to his or her placement.

Article 26

1. States Parties shall recognize for every child the right to benefit from social
security, including social insurance, and shall take the necessary measures to
achieve the full realization of this right in accordance with their national law.

2. The benefits should, where appropriate, be granted, taking into account
the resources and the circumstances of the child and persons having respon-
sibility for the maintenance of the child, as well as any other consideration rel-
evant to an application for benefits made by or on behalf of the child.

Article 27

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living ade-
quate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.
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2. The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsi-
bility to secure, within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions
of living necessary for the child’s development.

3. States Parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their
means, shall take appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsi-
ble for the child to implement this right and shall in case of need provide ma-
terial assistance and support programmes, particularly with regard to
nutrition, clothing and housing.

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovery of
maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial
responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad. In
particular, where the person having financial responsibility for the child lives
in a State different from that of the child, States Parties shall promote the ac-
cession to international agreements or the conclusion of such agreements, as
well as the making of other appropriate arrangements.

Article 28

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view
to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they
shall, in particular:

(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all;

(b) Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, in-
cluding general and vocational education, make them available and accessi-
ble to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of
free education and offering financial assistance in case of need;

(c) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every
appropriate means;

(d) Make educational and vocational information and guidance available and
accessible to all children;

(e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduc-
tion of drop-out rates.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school dis-
cipline is administered in a manner consistent with the child’s human dignity
and in conformity with the present Convention.

3. States Parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in mat-
ters relating to education, in particular with a view to contributing to the
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elimination of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the world and facilitating ac-
cess to scientific and technical knowledge and modern teaching methods. In this
regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Article 29

1. States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:

(a) The development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physi-
cal abilities to their fullest potential;

(b) The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations;

(c) The development of respect for the child’s parents, his or her own cultural
identity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which
the child is living, the country from which he or she may originate, and for civ-
ilizations different from his or her own;

(d) The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the
spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship
among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of
indigenous origin;

(e) The development of respect for the natural environment.

2. No part of the present article or article 28 shall be construed so as to inter-
fere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educa-
tional institutions, subject always to the observance of the principle set forth
in paragraph 1 of the present article and to the requirements that the educa-
tion given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum standards as
may be laid down by the State.

Article 30

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of
indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indige-
nous shall not be denied the right, in community with other members of his or
her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess and practise his or her
own religion, or to use his or her own language.

Article 31

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage
in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to
participate freely in cultural life and the arts.
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2. States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate
fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropri-
ate and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure
activity.

Article 32

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from eco-
nomic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazard-
ous or to interfere with the child’s education, or to be harmful to the child’s
health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development.

2. States Parties shall take legislative, administrative, social and educational
measures to ensure the implementation of the present article. To this end,
and having regard to the relevant provisions of other international instru-
ments, States Parties shall in particular:

(a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to
employment;

(b) Provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of
employment;

(c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective
enforcement of the present article.

Article 33

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislative, ad-
ministrative, social and educational measures, to protect children from the il-
licit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances as defined in the
relevant international treaties, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit
production and trafficking of such substances.

Article 34

States Parties undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploita-
tion and sexual abuse. For these purposes, States Parties shall in particular
take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent:

(a) The inducement or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual
activity;

(b) The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual
practices;
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(c) The exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and materials.

Article 35

States Parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral
measures to prevent the abduction of, the sale of or traffic in children for any
purpose or in any form.

Article 36

States Parties shall protect the child against all other forms of exploitation
prejudicial to any aspects of the child’s welfare.

Article 37

States Parties shall ensure that:

(a) No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment
without possibility of release shall be imposed for offences committed by per-
sons below eighteen years of age;

(b) No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The
arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the
law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest ap-
propriate period of time;

(c) Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect
for the inherent dignity of the human person, and in a manner which takes
into account the needs of persons of his or her age. In particular, every child
deprived of liberty shall be separated from adults unless it is considered in the
child’s best interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain contact
with his or her family through correspondence and visits, save in exceptional
circumstances;

(d) Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt ac-
cess to legal and other appropriate assistance, as well as the right to challenge
the legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or other com-
petent, independent and impartial authority, and to a prompt decision on any
such action.

Article 38

1. States Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of inter-
national humanitarian law applicable to them in armed conflicts which are
relevant to the child.
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2. States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who
have not attained the age of fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

3. States Parties shall refrain from recruiting any person who has not attained
the age of fifteen years into their armed forces. In recruiting among those per-
sons who have attained the age of fifteen years but who have not attained the
age of eighteen years, States Parties shall endeavour to give priority to those
who are oldest.

4. In accordance with their obligations under international humanitarian law
to protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, States Parties shall take
all feasible measures to ensure protection and care of children who are af-
fected by an armed conflict.

[. . .]
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Document Analysis

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
adopted on November 20, 1989, and entering into
force on September 2, 1990, establishes a compre-
hensive set of rights for children. Its preamble empha-
sizes the inherent dignity and equal rights of all
members of the human family, the importance of the
family unit, and the necessity of providing special
care and protection to children.

Central to the CRC is the definition of a child as any
human being under the age of eighteen, unless major-
ity is attained earlier under the law of that country. It
mandates nondiscrimination in the application of
rights and stipulates that the best interests of the child
must be a primary consideration in all actions concern-
ing them. The CRC addresses a wide range of rights
and protections, including the right to life, a name and
nationality, preservation of identity, and the right not to
be separated from parents against their will.

The document also outlines obligations of states to
ensure family reunification, combat illicit transfer
and nonreturn of children, protect children from all
forms of violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation,
and provide special protection and assistance to chil-
dren deprived of their family environment. It encom-
passes the rights of refugee and disabled children, as
well as rights related to health, social security, and an
adequate standard of living.

Furthermore, the Convention asserts a child’s right
to education and specifies the aims of education. It
recognizes the rights of children belonging to minori-
ties, the right to experience rest and leisure, and pro-
tection from child labor, drug abuse, sexual
exploitation, and involvement in armed conflicts. The
document mandates protection from torture and un-
lawful deprivation of liberty, ensuring that every child
is treated with humanity and respect for their
inherent dignity.

The CRC has had a profound impact on how gov-
ernments and societies approach children’s welfare
and rights. It has led to significant legal and policy re-
forms worldwide, with many countries amending or
enacting laws to ensure children’s rights to education,
health, protection from exploitation, and participation
in decisions that affect them. It has also increased

global awareness of children’s vulnerabilities and the
importance of safeguarding their well-being, contrib-
uting to the elimination of harmful practices such as
child labor, child marriage, and exploitation. Further-
more, it emphasizes children’s right to express their
views and be heard, promoting greater inclusion and
participation in societal decisions. The convention
has established mechanisms for monitoring and ac-
countability, encouraging governments to uphold
their commitments to children’s rights. Generally
speaking, the CRC has inspired a global movement
dedicated to improving childhood conditions and pro-
moting equality, shaping policies, legislation, and
societal attitudes toward recognizing children as
rights-holders rather than passive recipients of care.

As noted above, most liberals support the CRC be-
cause it aligns with core values such as human rights,
social justice, and the protection of vulnerable popu-
lations. Liberals tend to view the CRC as a positive
step toward safeguarding children’s rights, promoting
equality, and ensuring government accountability in
providing essential services like education,
healthcare, and protection from exploitation.

Opposition to ratification of the CRC in the United
States has come from groups or individuals who have
concerns about U.S. national sovereignty, cultural dif-
ferences, or issues related to laws governing family
and education. Some religious or conservative organi-
zations argue that certain provisions of the
CRC—specifically, those related to family rights, pa-
rental authority, or sexual education—may conflict
with their cultural or religious values. Other oppo-
nents believe that ratification could lead to increased
interference by international bodies in domestic legal
and social systems. In some cases, political groups
hesitant to ratify the CRC have done so out of a desire
to retain control over domestic policies related to chil-
dren and family affairs, fearing that external influence
may undermine their domestic authority or national
sovereignty.

More conspiratorially, some extreme-right groups
oppose any and all international laws or conventions
because they view them as opening the door to a
“world government” run by sinister elites who are bent
on destroying the United States (among other na-
tions) and dissolving all distinctions between peoples,
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races, and religions. Although very much a minority
view, this myth has gained ground in recent years as
the right-wing of American politics (as well as Euro-
pean politics) has shifted farther to the right and now
entertains conspiratorial views that once would have
been dismissed as extremist nonsense.

—Michael Shally-Jensen, PhD
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